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iAnnotate$was$created$by$Branchfire,$Inc.,$and$it$can$be$used$to$read,$mark,$and$
share$different$file$types.$I$primarily$use$it$to$read$and$mark$PDF$files.$It$is$a$rather$
expensive$app$($9.99)$but$I$have$found$it$very$useful$in$grading$student$work.$
$
iAnnotate$uses$Cloud$Connections$with$Dropbox,$Google$Drive,$OneDrive,$Box,$and$
WebDAV.$I$prefer$using$the$Dropbox$connection$since$I$have$students$store$their$
science$work$there.$
$
Once$I$registered$for$my$account,$I$then$connected$my$Dropbox$account$to$iAnnotate.$
I$had$to$go$to$the$iAnnotate$Library,$press$‘Connections’$and$then$press$‘Add$
Dropbox.’$I$had$to$enter$my$Dropbox$info$and$pressed$‘Set$Up$Connection’$(there$are$
excellent$directions$on$how$to$do$this$on$the$Branchfire$support$page).$Here$is$a$
photo$of$what$it$looked$like$after$I$connected$my$Dropbox$account.$
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When$I$click$on$the$‘DropboxPScience’$icon,$all$my$Dropbox$folders$appear.$
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To$download$a$Dropbox$folder$to$iAnnotate,$click$on$the$circle$above$the$folder$(in$
this$photo$it$is$the$‘Super$Science’$folder;$a$checkmark$will$appear$in$the$circle.$Press$
‘Download’$in$the$column$on$the$left.$
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Your$folder$will$begin$to$download$(you$can$see$this$by$the$rotating$arrows$in$the$
top$right$corner$of$the$screen;$if$you$press$on$those$arrows$you$will$see$the$
download$in$progress).$
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When$the$folder$has$been$downloaded,$it$will$change$color$from$gray$to$white.$$
$

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$



Click$on$the$folder$and$any$files$in$it$will$now$appear.$If$you$want$to$download$the$
PDF,$simply$click$on$the$circle$on$the$PDF.$A$checkmark$will$appear,$and$then$you$
need$to$press$download$in$the$left$column$again.$
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Once$the$PDF$has$been$downloaded$you$are$able$to$see$the$first$page$of$the$
document.$
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Press$the$circle$on$the$PDF$and$the$checkmark$will$appear.$Now$press$‘Open’$in$the$
column$on$the$left$and$the$document$will$open.$$
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The$toolbar$on$the$right$side$of$the$screen$gives$you$many$options$to$use$for$your$
annotations.$
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I$use$iAnnotate$primarily$to$grade$student$work.$$
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Once$I’ve$graded$the$assignments,$I$press$the$sync$button$(the$rotating$arrows$in$the$
top$right$of$the$screen)$and$iAnnotate$syncs$with$Dropbox.$The$students$are$able$to$
login$to$their$Dropbox$account$and$see$their$corrected$work!$$
$

$
$
I$have$found$iAnnotate$very$easy$to$use.$It$is$so$much$nicer$having$student$
assignments$available$through$this$app.$Now$I$don’t$take$home$a$huge$stack$of$
papers!$


